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BIRD SONGS
1. Two Owls

   © Collegium Music Publications 2025. Exclusively licensed worldwide to Oxford University Press.

for the BBC Singers

q = 120

JOHN RUTTER
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reduction

4

8






mf

     



SOPRANO

ALTO

unis.

If

mf

you

*

were an owl, And I were an owl,




TENOR

BASS

 
unis.

If

mf

I were an owl, And


       






* Dotted quavers-semiquavers to be interpreted as triplets, lightly swung.

And

mf


this was a


tree


And


the moon came

 
 

out,




I




you were an owl,


 
 







     

    

   

 


       




                        

                  

          

  
         


         

                           

                          

                               





            

               















11 A

A

14

17


know what we’d


do, Te

mp

whit, te
whoo, If

mf

I were an owl,
And

 
mp

  
whoo,

  mf





 

  mf


you were an owl, If you were an owl, And


I were


an owl, And




mf

 


     




this was a


tree,


And


the moon came

 
 

out,




I


know what we’d


do to


-

 
 
 




   

    
    

                                

                       

      



             

                                      

  
                              




        





            

                                    

                                    

             

 

             

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Serenely gliding

   Giovanni Guidiccioni (1500–41)

2. Il bianco e dolce cigno

q = 88

Piano
reduction

6






p  dolce e legato

 



S.   
Il

p

bian co- e dol ce-

A.   
Il

p

bian co- e dol ce-


T.      

B.      

 

  

                   

     

        

          

                       

  
    

       
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







12

17
pochiss. rit.

pochiss. rit.

A

A

a tempo

a tempo


ci gno- can tan- do- mo re,- can tan- do- mo

mp

re,-


ci gno- can tan- do- mo re,- can tan- do- mo

mp

re,-


 

Can

p

tan- do- mo re,- can tan- do- mo

mp

re,-

     



 (   )   mp


can

p

tan- do- mo re,- can tan- do-


mo

pp

re,- Et io pian-


can

p

tan- do- mo re,- can tan- do-


mo

pp

re,- Et io pian-




can

p

tan- do- mo re,- can tan- do-


mo

pp

re,- Et io pian-


Can

p

tan- do- mo re,- can tan- do-


mo

pp

re,- Et io pian-


p




  
pp

Vc. solo

             

            

          

           

       
      

               

               

              

              

         
                  

10











In 1, Tempo di Valse

    Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772–1834)

3. The Lark

h. = 60

Piano
reduction

8

14 A

A






mf

      



A.
S.

unis.

Do

mf

you ask what the birds say? The spar row,- the dove, The lin net- and

T.
B.

     


     


mp


thrush say, ‘I love and I love!’

  

   unis.

In

mf

the win ter- they’re si lent –- the wind is so


   



   


            

   
      

      
     

                      

      


 


    


      

      
     

        

            

                

                 

16















20

27 B

B

33



What

mf


it says, I


don’t know, but it sings

cresc.
a loud


song.

f


strong:

 
cresc.

 
f


 

dim.


cresc. f


But

mf

green

leggiero

leaves, and blos


soms,- and sun ny- warm wea ther,-

    unis. mf

And

leggiero


mp

 

       



   
But

mf

the lark is so brim

cresc.

ful- of


sing ing,- and lov ing –- all come back to geth- er.- cresc.






 
mf cresc.

                     

                    

      
        

                    

                       

        

         

     
           

           

                  

                 


                  
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







Reflective and quite slow, with some freedom

Reflective and quite slow, with some freedom

    Emily Dickinson (1830–86)

4. Hope is the thing with feathers

q = c. 72

q = c. 72

SOPRANO
ALTO

TENOR
BASS

Piano
reduction

5

9









    

    


     


p


Hope

unis.

SOPRANOS and ALTOS

p  unhurried, with simplicity

is the thing with fea thers –- That perch es- in the soul – And






sings the tune with out- the words – And nev er- stops – at all –





               

 

                             

                    


  

                  

              

                  

                 
    


 

                         

22















A

A

13

17

B

B

21


Hope

A.
S.

unis.
p  dolce

is the thing with fea thers –- That perch es- in the soul –

mp




T.
B.

unis.

p  dolce mp And


legato, warmly


mp

    unis.

And

mp


sings

unis.

the tune with out- the words – And nev er- stops – at all –






sweet est –- in the gale – is heard – And sore

mf

must be the storm –

    

 
cresc. 




mf



                        

                         


  

                  

        
                  

  

                  

              

         


                       

      
 

                  

                   

                     
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